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REMARKS 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



Reconsideration of the present application, as amended herein, is respectfully 
requested. 

L glpctjon/Restriction Reauirement 

Applicant hereby confirms the election of the clams of Group TV, i.e. claims 25- 



n. Objection to the Title 

The Examiner objected to the title of the invention as not being descriptive. The 
title has been amended herein to more accurately describe the invention in view of 
Applicant's election described above. 



Claims 25-40 are pending, claims 1-24 having been canceled herein in view of 
Applicant's election. Claims 1 and 27 have been amended herein and new claims 39 and 
40 have been added. 

Claim 27 was rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
Claim 27 as originally drafted included a typographical error therein, namely claim 27 
referred to claim "265" and claim 265 did not exist. Claim 27 has been amended herein 
to properly refer to claim 26. 



Claims 25-32 and 34-38 were rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Weiher et al. (US2005/0035492). 
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38, for further prosecution in the present application. 
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Claims 25-38 were rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Amend 
et al. (US20O3/O183053). 

Claim 33 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being obvious over Weiher et al 
(US2005/0035492). 

rV. Claim Reiectinns Under 35 TTSC 102 and 103 

Claims 25-32 and 34-38 were rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Weiher et al. (US2005/0035492). Claims 25-38 were rejected under 35 USC 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Amend et al. (US2003/0 183053). Claim 33 was rejected under 35 
USC 103(a) as being obvious over Weiher et al. (US2005/0035492). 
The Examiner' s rej ections are respectfully traversed. 

The claimed invention relates to a method of impressing a material at a plurality 
of discrete locations in the manufacture of an article including the material. As described 
in the specification, it has been found in prior art that when knurling processes is used to 
seal one material to another material layer, for example during the manufacture of a 
sanitary article, the formed seal is unsatisfactory either because the seal is not strong 
enougli or because the material has been pierced by the projections on the die roll 
employed in the knurling process. Without being bound by theory, it is believe that the 
above described problem is caused by the die rolled employed in conventional knuriing 
processes. Such conventional die rolls include a plurality of projections arranged in a 
pattern, each projection being identical in structure. Although, the force applied by the 
die roller to the material is constant, the contact area between the die roller and the 
material is not constant throughout the process. Thus, in a conventional knurling since 
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the force applied by the d.e roller is constant, and tiie stractuxe of each projection is the 
same, the pressure applied to the materials will vary according to the contact area 
between the die roll and the material at any given time. It is believed th^t this variation in 
pressure experienced by the material causes the shortcomings in prior art knurling 
processes. 

It has been discovered by that the shortcomings of prior art knurling processes can 
be overcome by the claimed method of amended claim 25 which recites the invention as 
follows: 

25, (Currently Amended) Amethodof impressing a material at a plurality of 
discrete locations in the manufacture of an article including the material, said method 
comprising: 

- providing a die having a plurality of ^^jac^^^Jj^^f ^^^V ^t"^^^^^ 
fields having at least two distinct projections^eachfieM arranged to engage the ^^ten^' 
Sw^aUy stoultaneousil^^ having a contact areathaUssBaced 
frrnn a contact area of an. adiacent proiectioa; u r •*«t;«r,e tn ttie 

- applying in succession each of s^plurahty of fields of projections to the 
surface of Ihe material such as to apply a compressive force thereto; .^.^ 

. . c.imni.tinn of the conUct areasof said projections m each of said plu«^ y of 
fields ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^oi^^^^ ^^^^'^ compressive force is 

'^^'^'^ifSS^SSUftheprojectionsmeachfield being such that the pressi^^ 
appliedbfeSn^vidualfield on sLkis not more than double thepres 

by any other individual field on said die- ^nn^cs 
^ ..w.t.H nne. of said nh i r alit y of fielri^ b.vP h plnraht yof spac^ . M g. 

...u .i:^^:i;^ 7r^r... a nlln-alilv of projections ariH wherem each of ^ 

^..ed .ones ar ^ «< T^r.t^d from e ar . b other hy a n area without proiections . 

The claimed invention overcomes the shortcomings of prior art knurling processes by 
equaUzing the pressure experienced by material by maintaining the contact area between 
the die roll and the material constant throughout the process. 
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It is respectfully submitted that none of the cited references teach or suggest the 
invention now recited in claim 25. In particular it is subinitted that none of the cited 
references teach or suggest a method "providing a die having a plurality of adjacently 
arranged fields, each of said fields having at least two distinct projections^ each fie^ 
arranged to engage the material substantially simultaneousl y, each of said pTQigctions 
having a contact area that is snaced from a contact area nf an adjacent projection" and 
- Svherein selected ones of said plurality of fi elds have aplurality of spaced zones, each of 
sajd s paced zones having a nlural i tv of projections, and wherein each of said spaced 
Tonnes are separated from each other bv an area without projections." 

It is respectfiilly submitted that the application is now in condition for allowance. 
A petition for a three-month extension of time extending the time for response 
from September 2, 2006 until December 2, 2006 is enclosed herewith. December 2, 2006 
was a Satuiday, therefore it is respectfully that this response is timely. The 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any requisite fees to 10-0750/CAN-5004- 
USNP/PJH. 



10 

PAGE 12/13 ' RCVD AT 121412006 4:20:00 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0{FXRF-1112 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:908 904 3891 * DURATION (nim-ss):02-S8 
Copied from 10807707 on 12/19/200^' 



12/04/2006 14:49 908-904-3891 



ANALYTICAL REASEARC 



PASE 13/13 



Serial No.: 10/805,707 

According to currently reconnn^ded Patent Office policy, the Examiner is 
authorized to contact the undesigned in the event that a telephonic 

advance the prosecution of this application. 

An early and favorable action on the merits is earnest solicited. 

Resjpectfully submitted. 



By; _/Paul J. Higgins/ 



Paul J. Higgins 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 44,152 



Johnson & Johnson 
One Johnson & Johnson Pla^a 
New Brunswick, NJ 08933 
(732) 524-1728 
December 4, 2006 
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